
305.1 General.  
The provisions of this section shall apply to the design of barriers for restricting entry into areas having 

pools and spas. Where spas or hot tubs are equipped with a lockable safety cover complying with ASTM 

F1346 and swimming pools are equipped with a powered safety cover that complies with ASTM F1346, 

the areas where those spas, hot tubs or pools are located shall not be required to comply with Sections 

305.2 through 305.7.  

305.2 Outdoor swimming pools and spas.  

Outdoor pools and spas and indoor swimming pools shall be surrounded by a barrier that complies with 

Sections 305.2.1 through 305.7.  

305.2.1 Barrier height and clearances.  
Barrier heights and clearances shall be in accordance with all of the following:  

1. The top of the barrier shall be not less than 48 inches (1219 mm) above grade where measured on the 

side of the barrier that faces away from the pool or spa. Such height shall exist around the entire 

perimeter of the barrier and for a distance of 3 feet (914 mm) measured horizontally from the outside of 

the required barrier.  

2. The vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of the barrier shall not exceed 2 inches (51 mm) 

for grade surfaces that are not solid, such as grass or gravel, where measured on the side of the barrier 

that faces away from the pool or spa.  

3. The vertical clearance between a surface below the barrier to a solid surface, such as concrete, and 

the bottom of the required barrier shall not exceed 4 inches (102 mm) where measured on the side of 

the required barrier that faces away from the pool or spa.  

4. Where the top of the pool or spa structure is above grade, the barrier shall be installed on grade or 

shall be mounted on top of the pool or spa structure. Where the barrier is mounted on the top of the 

pool or spa, the vertical clearance between the top of the pool or spa and the bottom of the barrier shall 

not exceed 4 inches (102 mm).  

305.2.2 Openings.  
Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere. 

 305.2.3 Solid barrier surfaces.  
Solid barriers that do not have openings shall not contain indentations or protrusions that form 

handholds and footholds, except for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints.  

305.3 Gates.  
Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Sections 305.3.1 through 305.3.3 and shall be 

equipped to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access gates shall open outward away from the 

pool or spa, shall be self-closing and shall have a self-latching device. 

305.7 Natural topography. 
 Natural topography that prevents direct access to the pool or spa area shall include but not be limited to 

mountains and natural rock formations. A natural barrier approved by the governing body shall be 

acceptable provided that the degree of protection is not less than the protection afforded by the 

requirements of Sections 305.2 through 305.5.  


