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Other Agenda Items

FY2026 Non-Profit Application Packet Review

Chairman Evans invited the agencies that were in attendance to take a few minutes and explain what
their agency does in order to help the committee understand what is being funded.

Steve Brown spoke on behalf of the Hendersonville Samaritan Association and ask that the City
continue its funding. He discussed various things this agency does to assist the citizens of
Hendersonville such as pay mortgage payments, utility bills and feed people. Alderman Evans asked
him why the fund balance is going down. Mr. Brown indicated that they are paying for a new roof.

Sam Gilbert spoke on behalf of Rock Castle. He indicated that the construction should be completed
in late summer or early fall. He is hopeful that when complete it will result in increased income,
Alderman Sasse asked what they intend to use the funding for. Mr. Gilbert indicated that it is used
for education, field trips, school engagement, and music series such as the singer songwriter series.
Alderman Evans asked why they didn’t receive any revenue from the County. Mr. Gilbert noted that
they received funds from Sumner County Tourism. Alderman Dixon noted that last year Rock Castle
funding was paid from the Hotel-Motel Fund.

Desneige VanCleve spoke on behalf of Grace Place. She explained that they are requesting $10,000
which is more than approved last year due to their expansion. Alderman Evans asked what their cash
on hand is for. Ms. VanCleve responded that it is for capital expansion. She was also asked where
the remaining operating revenues come from and how much is used for salaries and benefits, She
responded that they receive grants and private contributions. Less than 12% are used for salaries and
benefits.

Roger spoke on behalf of STARS for Beech, Station Camp and Hendersonville High Schools. He noted
that they are requesting the same level of funding as prior years. He explained that they provide
mental health support in middle and high schools. Alderman Dixon asked if this was a statewide
organization. Roger indicated that it was middle Tennessee only. The whole budget is $15m.
Alderman Garza asked what other cities provide funding. Roger responded that Gallatin also provides
funding. Alderman Dixon asked if the school board provides assistance and he responded that they
do help. Alderman Burgdorf asked where the $15m is from and Roger replied that it is from school
contracts, grants, United Way and private contributions. Cynthia explained that the funding is
allocated based on the number of days at the school. The funding covers staff salaries, benefits, and
training as well as IT support, liability insurance and other operating expenses.

Fran Marcou and Beth Pickle spoke on behalf of the Hendersonville Chamber of Commerce. They
indicated that the Chamber helps build businesses and community events. They also provide
education; anyone with a membership can send staff to classes such as Excel. The Chamber also
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Adjourned at 5:46 pm
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